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DESCRIPTION
The Americas Competitiveness Forum (ACF) is the Western Hemisphere’
Hemisphere’ss preeminent event for leaders
to discuss innovative methods to achieve economic competitiveness in the Americas.
The second ACF was held on August 17
17-19 in the city of Atlanta and brought together the President of El
Salvador Antonio Saca, the President
ent of Guatemala Alvaro Colom, tthe President off Colombia Alvaro
Uribe, and the Vice President
dent of Nicaragua Jaime Morales along with more than 60 Ministers of Trade,
Industry, Commerce and Tourism from 30 countries from the region. Over than 900 Western
Hemisphere business executives, acade
academics, and non-profit leaders engaged in a dynamic discussion on
innovative ways to create jobs, fight poverty, and strengthen democratic governance in our region.

The 2008 ACF was convened by the United States Secretary of Commerce Carlos Gutierrez as a result of
President Bush’s recommendation following the November 2005 Summit of the Americas. For two
consecutive years the City of Atlanta and the United Nations training center, CIFAL Atlanta, have been
the co-organizers of this historic
toric dialogue with the support of the Andean Development Corporation
(CAF) and private corporations based in Atlanta.

The ACF themes this year include: Alliances in Business and Education, Renewable Energy, Trade
Logistics, and Travel and Tourism in the Americas. ACF 2008 built on these themes, with an emphasis on
establishing actionable deliverables to facilitate the promotion of competitiveness in the Americas.
p
The ACF 2008 highlighted examples of best practices from a regional, national, and local perspective;
introduced participants to innovative industry practices and successful public
public-private
private partnerships; and
facilitated an interactive discussion between the public and private sectors on the drivers and
impediments to economic growth.
ACF also highlighted innovative methods to achieve economic competitiveness from regional, national,
and local perspectives, and provide
provided businesses an opportunity to learn about and take advantage of
trade and investment opportunities in the Hemisphere.

Dr. Enrique Garcia, President and CEO of the Andean Development Corporation (CAF) giving special
remarks at ACF 2008 and presenting the President of Colombia Alvaro Uribe, President of El Salvador
Antonio Saca and President of Guatemala Alvaro Colom. Dr. Garcia generously offered the keynote
speech at the Americas Competitiveness
mpetitiveness Forum Official Dinner. The support of CAF was crucial for the
successful implementation of this historic dialogue.

ACF 2008: THEMES
Trade Logistics Track

Given that the strategies for improving trade
logistics are vital to increasing the
competitiveness of companies and countries in
the Western Hemisphere, the Trade Logistics
track highlighted how public and private
stakeholders develop progressive policies that
improve logistics operations and financing,
mitigate supply chain risk to ensure reliable and
responsible sourcing, and foster the
implementation of environmentally sound best
practices. The trade logistics track included the
following panels:

i.

Greening the Supply Chain
Leading practitioners shared how to apply “green” practices to make supply chains more
environmentally sound and profitable. Experts presented individual companies’ implementation
of specific carbon footprint reduction, pollution, and waste standards plans throughout their
supply chains. Short and long term solutions to improve the environmental effects in every
stage of the product’s delivery to the customer and how these best practices make their
companies more competitive were also presented.

ii.

Operating and Financing Cross-Border Supply Chains
Representatives from leading companies highlighted how improvements in trade logistics (i.e.,
customs procedures, transportation costs, third-party logistics coordination, and tracking and
tracing) can facilitate the movement of goods and services across borders and increase trade
and investment in the region. Panelists shared public and private sector experiences in
operating and financing cross-border supply chains, as well as offered assessments and solutions
for trade logistics in the Western Hemisphere.

iii.

Ensuring Reliable and Responsible Sourcing
Industry representatives addressed reliable and responsible sourcing to mitigate and manage
risk within the supply chain. This panel featured a discussion among supply chain experts on
material flow analysis, upstream and downstream supply chain integration, connecting
community stakeholders in the production process, and the potential for new market
opportunities in responsible sourcing.

Alliances in Business & Education Track
Lack of education has consistently been cited as one of the biggest obstacles to improving the region’s
ability to compete more successfully in the global economy. There is a clear need to identify creative,
flexible partnership models between governments, industry, and the academic community. These

relationships can develop marketable technologies and foster entrepreneurial activity that will enhance
economic growth and opportunities throughout the Americas.

The Alliances in Business and Education track included the following panel discussions:
i.

The Role of Competitiveness Councils in Promoting Competitiveness
This panel presented different models of competitive councils pursued in the hemisphere. These
councils are named differently, have a variety of funding sources, and varying degrees of
government involvement, but are essentially forums for public/private policy dialogue on
competitiveness-related issues. This panel stimulated a dialogue to share best practices and
lessons learned. Panelists showcased successful case studies of individual strategic alliances
from several regions in the hemisphere.

ii.

Characteristics of a Successful Public Private Partnership (PPP)
After formal presentations from featured speakers, the moderator lead the group in a robust
discussion based on a diverse range of applied case studies designed to stimulate dialogue,
analysis and successful implementation of Public Private Partnerships.

iii.

Academia and Industry as Partners in Innovation
This panel focused on the role that partnerships between the business community and
academia could play in enhancing economic competitiveness, entrepreneurship, and workforce
development. The track examined how the most innovative countries have commercialized
research through partnerships between universities and the private sector.

Renewable Energy & Sustainable Resources Track

The Renewable Energy and Sustainable
Resources track explored key issues facing the
renewable energy and water sector in the
Americas. Participants had the opportunity to
hear from leading experts from academia,
government officials, and the private sector on
opportunities in the Americas. The panels
included in this track were the following:

i.

Securing a Sustainable Water Supply for the Americas
This panel brought together experts from the private water sector, government, and nongovernmental organizations to explore the pathways to a sustainable water supply for the
Western Hemisphere.

ii.

Converting Methane to Energy
The panel talked about the benefits of and encouraged the use of methane-to-energy
technologies.

iii.

Renewable Energy Opportunities in the Americas
This panel presented how the use of renewable energy, not only decreases the intensive use
of fossil fuels, but also creates new jobs, revitalizes small and medium size industries, and
attracts new investments to expand the energy infrastructure of the individual nations.

Travel & Tourism Track

The Travel and Tourism track gave participants the opportunity to hear from leading experts on
sustainable tourism development, small and medium tourism enterprises, and tourism policies in the
region. Appropriate sustainable practices and policies to support each country’s tourism development
initiatives were discussed at ACF:
i.

Sustainable Tourism Development as a Driver of Competitiveness
. Strategies for balancing the environmental, social and economic considerations of tourism
development were also presented. Leaders from the travel media, hospitality industry, and
destination development field will shared the innovative ways tourism industries of the
Americas are applying sustainable development principals to strengthen their competitive
positions.

ii.

Improving Market Access for Small and Medium Tourism Enterprises
In this panel, experts in tourism development and financing shared best practices on
developing SME networks, capacity building, and marketing partnerships.

iii.

Marine Ecology and Sustainable Tourism
The panel engaged in a discussion of scientific research and education in the field of marine
conservation biology. The panel also brought scientists and experts together to examine
crucial marine conservation issues. They discussed and disseminated research, and
encouraged greater interaction between experts and policy decision makers.

Market Opportunities
More than 100 bilateral and business to business meetings were held during ACF to explore investment
opportunities in the region. ACF 2008 provided a venue for businessmen to discover market
opportunities and for government officials to promote exports and investment in their countries.

CIFAL Atlanta is a not-for-profit
organization created in 2004 as a joint
initiative between the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research
(UNITAR) and the City of Atlanta to
provide government authorities and
civil society leaders of countries around
the world with forums to exchange
strategies, tools and best practices in
support of the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals. Part of
a network that consists of 12 centers
worldwide, CIFAL Atlanta provides
training throughout the world for
government officials, civil society
leaders and private sector
representatives in four main areas:
economic development, social
development and quality of life,
information technology, and
environmental sustainability.

